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the factors making for war; they have therefore held the
view that it is essential that economic power within States
should not remain in the hands of a small number of wealthy
men who stand to profit from war and the possible conquest
and exploitation of one country by another. The Russian
attack on Finland has shown that other factors may also
make for war, but it has not altered the belief of socialists
that the continuance of powerful capitalist interests within
different States may at any time endanger the peace of the
world. Socialists therefore welcome all steps to weaken such
interests. At the same time it is obvious that many persons
of goodwill in the world remain theoretical supporters of a
capitalist economic system but are prepared to co-operate
with socialists in building up an international organization
to prevent war. It would be folly if socialists were not pre-
pared to work with such allies while retaining their desire to
set up socialist and democratic forms of government when
opportunities occur. Recent economic developments suggest
that industry and trade are rapidly taking on monopoly forms
in all countries. Socialists believe that once this is understood
public opinion, if fully educated, will insist that it is in the
public interest that these monopolies should be owned
nationally, or internationally by bodies responsible to the
peoples of the world. The choice which will have to be made
will be between monopoly capitalism or totalitarianism of the
Nazi or Stalinist brand on the one hand and democratic
socialism on the other. Socialists believe that the latter form
of government must dominate in the world if the attempts
at creating a new international organization after the war
are to produce a peace which can be permanent.